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caliber so destructive to the personnel at the superstructure
guns.

During the months of January, February and a part of
March, 1863, the Winona was doing patrol and convoy duty from
Donaldsonville to Port Hudson. Many vessels carrying troops
and supplies to various points on the river required the protec-
tion of the gunboats against attacks along its banks. A com-
pany of our cavalry, about this time, under the intrepid Captain
Perkins, operated on both banks of the river, and was a terror
to all irregular troops using the levees as protection in their
attacks. His movements from side to side .were so swift and his
crossings being made usually under cover of darkness, the enemy
could not know his whereabouts until he was actually upon them.
The effect of these operations after a while tended to clear the
river banks of danger.

In the early part of March, while lying oS Plaquamine mak-
ing imperative repairs to the condenser, which leaked so badly
as to increase the coal consumption greatly as well as to en-
danger feed pumps and the engines themselves, the fleet, under
Admiral Farragut, passed up the river with the purpose of at-
tacking the works at Port Hudson, which at this time had been
strongly fortified. Orders, on March 12th, from Admiral Far-
ragut, detaching the writer from the Winona to report for further
orders, were received on the afternoon of the 14th. The only
opportunity to obey these orders occurred on the morning of
March 15th, when the coal brig Horace Boies, in tow, passed up
the river. The squadron was reached off Port Hudson that same
afternoon.

The same day the writer was ordered to assume command of
the Monongaliela, as the relief of Captain McKinstry, who had
been severely wounded. The same afternoon an attack was made
by the Monongahela upon the citadel battery at 1,000 yards range
for more than an hour with the splendid effect of completely
silencing guns and driving gunners from them. But during the
night the main work was repaired, and the Monongahela was
directed to take position once more near this battery. On this
occasion her 150-pound Parrott rifles were fired deliberately and
with great precision against this fortification until its guns were
silenced. A river steamer, lying at the time at a wh^rf furtherech-loading artil-
